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As we come to Deut. 5, Moses is reminding the Israelites of the 10 

commandments. These commandments capture the heart of Israel’s 

responsibility to keep their covenant with God. In other words, if Yahweh 

will be their God and they will be His people, the 10 commandments 

describe what will be true in the hearts of God’s people.  

 

My purpose this morning is to “set us up for” our study of the 10 

commandments over the upcoming weeks. We must have two distinct 

attitudes simultaneously when we come to God’s law.  

 

Focal Point: God’s law is a sacred covenant that must be regarded with great 

reverence and great joy.  

 

Illus: Our attitude toward God’s law should be like our attitude toward 

wedding vows.  

� They are to be taken seriously—never to be made light of. 

� They are to be celebrated—born out of a relationship of love that 

brings great joy and delight to those vowing their faithfulness.  

 

GOD’S LAW REQUIRES GREAT REVERENCEGOD’S LAW REQUIRES GREAT REVERENCEGOD’S LAW REQUIRES GREAT REVERENCEGOD’S LAW REQUIRES GREAT REVERENCE    

 

In vs. 1-5, we’re going to make 5 observations that stress the significance of 

the 10 commandments: 

 

1. The commandments are for all the people (vs. 1a). “Hear, O 

Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which I am speaking today in 

your hearing,”  

This is not just a general word “to whom it may concern.”  

 

 

 

2. The commandments call for rigorous obedience (vs. 1b).  “that 

you may learn them and observe them carefully.” 

� “Hear” (listen) � be aware  

� “learn” (learn) � learn how to apply 

� “observe” (obey)  � put into action 

God’s Word calls for action! 

 

3. The commandments bear the weight of a covenant (vs. 2-3) “The 

LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 
3
The LORD did not 

make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, with all those of us 

alive here today.” 

 

The 10 commandments are not just a bunch of ideals. There are 

significant consequences, whether they are obeyed or broken.  

 

Illus: There’s big difference between giving advice to a young 

couple and standing before them to officiate their vows.  

 

4. The commandments come in the form of a personal word from 

God (vs. 5) “…while I was standing between the LORD and you at 

that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD; for you were 

afraid because of the fire and did not go up the mountain.” 

 

These words did not just come through a prophet—that would be 

serious enough. The people themselves heard the voice of God! 

 

Note: The end result was the fear of God—they were afraid of Him! 

 

Ex 20:19-20 ~ “Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and 

we will listen; but let not God speak to us, lest we die." And Moses 

said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to 

test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so 

that you may not sin." 

 

 

 



God did not do this because He’s the kind of Father who scares His 

kids because He delights in their terror. He is doing it because He 

loves them. The fear of God is a very uncomfortable thing but it is 

also a very good thing. Psalm 33:18—“Behold, the eye of the Lord is 

on those who fear Him.” That is, God watches over, and takes 

personal interest in the well-being of those who fear Him.  

 

These commandments bear the weight of a personal word from God 

that produces the fear of God.  

 

5. The commandments are to be understood in the light of God’s 

greatness and grace (vs. 6) “‘I am the LORD your God who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 

 

This final word before the 1
st
 commandment is a reminder of who 

God is and what He has done. “I am the Lord your God!” Not only 

the great and awesome God who delivered you from Egypt with a 

strong hand, but also a God of grace who redeemed you from 

slavery.  

 

The 10 commandment are not just law—they are the proper response 

to God’s redeeming grace.  

  

GOD’S LAW REPRESENTS GREAT JOYGOD’S LAW REPRESENTS GREAT JOYGOD’S LAW REPRESENTS GREAT JOYGOD’S LAW REPRESENTS GREAT JOY    

 

Words like law and obedience have a very negative tone to most of our ears. 

And yet I want you to discover that to the Christian the word obedience 

should actually be a source of sweetness.  

 

A Basic Orientation to God’s Law:  

6 reasons to rejoice in God’s law… 

 

1. To obey God’s law is an act of love. (Deut 6:4-7; Matt 22:35-40) 

 

As we have already seen the 10 commandments were given to us out 

of God’s gracious love (Deut. 4:37). Long before God laid down the 

stipulations of the law, He demonstrated his love for them by 

delivering them from slavery in Egypt. But not only are the 10 

commandments given to us as an expression of God’s covenant love 

toward His people. Our obedience to God’s law is a response of love 

(Deut 6:4-7). 

 

In Matthew 22 when Jesus was asked which commandment was the 

greatest, He went straight for the heart: “He said, "'You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind. This is the great and foremost commandment. The 

second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 

two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."(cf. 

Deut 6:1-5; Lev 19:18) 

 

In other words, the whole heart and soul of God’s law could be 

summed up in these two things, loving God supremely and loving 

men honorably.  

 

Loving God with all our heart is the spirit of the first 4 

commandments that focus on our relationship with God. They create 

a picture of what a healthy covenant of love will look like in our 

walk with God. For example, when you love God with all your 

heart you will 

� have no other gods before Him 

� not tolerate idols, nor will you reduce God to the image of a 

created being 

� honor and revere God’s name 

� honor God’s day 
 

Loving our neighbor captures the spirit of the last six 

commandments which focus on our earthly relationships.  

 

It’s been said that loving God is godliness, while loving people is 

genuineness.
1
 In other words, we will know that our love for God is 

real when it translates into genuine love for others.  
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What I want you to see is that at its very essence, the law cannot be 

divorced from the heart. Obedience is not some cold obligation to 

fulfill unreasonable demands. Obedience is an act of love to the One 

who first loved us and redeemed us! Obedience cannot be genuine 

without loving God! Obedience without love is imitation. We 

deceive ourselves thinking that God is pleased with our “obedience” 

when we don’t even love Him.  

 

Love is the foundation of obedience. Jesus said, “If you love me you 

will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15). 

 

This is what the book of Deuteronomy is about. In the words of 

Adjith Fernando, the over arching theme of Duet is “loving 

obedience to a loving God.”
2
  

 

To obey God’s law is an act of love!  

 

2. The law reveals the character and glory of God. (Deut 5:6) 

 

Here I take you back to vs. 6: “I am the Lord your God!” This is 

not an insignificant phrase. It is used 21 times in Leviticus alone as 

the reason for what God commands. (Keep my Sabbath…I am the 

Lord your God; Don’t turn to idols…I am the Lord your God; 

consecrate yourselves and be holy…I am the Lord your God; 

Leviticus 19:3, 4, 31) 

 God commands what He does because of who He is.  

 

This is why the 10 commandments are still so relevant today. They 

convict people of their sin because they represent what is true and 

unchanging about God.  

 

Let me give you just a few examples of how God’s law reveals His 

character and glory:  
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Why shall we have no other gods before Him? Because He is 

the only true, living God.  

 

Why should we not commit adultery? Because God is holy, 

pure, and faithful—a God of perfect fidelity.  

 

Why should we not steal? God is righteous, trustworthy and 

generous. 

  

Why should we not lie? Because God is truth.  
 

The law reveals the character and glory of God.  

 

3. The law is birthed out of God’s grace. (Deut 5:6) 
 

Vs. 6 reminds us that God’s grace, in bringing the people out of 

Egypt, preceded the law. In other words, God poured out His grace 

before He gave the law (if it was not for God’s grace, there would be 

no law).  

 

What I simply want you to see here is that the law was never meant 

to be a way for you to earn God’s grace by your obedience. You 

don’t obey to get grace. You get grace to obey! 

 

God first extends to us the grace of redemption and then blesses us 

with the privilege of walking in fellowship with Him through 

obedience to His Word. Many people see the law as a restriction 

when in reality its meant for our protection—as a means of grace. 

God’s law does not enslave us; it enhances our freedom.  

 

Illus: Commandments are like buoys of truth in an ocean of grace. 

They guide us and keep us in the depth of God’s favor and blessing.   
 

4. The law shows us our need for Christ by exposing our hearts.  

(Law ���� Gospel!) (Gal. 3:24) 

 

Colin Smith has suggested that the 10 commandments reveal the 

greatest struggles of the heart. He says that the law is like an x-ray of 



the soul exposing our true spiritual condition regardless of how we 

feel about our spiritual lives.
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In other words, the first 4 commandments reveal our struggle to love 

God with all our heart while the last six reveal our struggle to love 

our neighbor as ourselves.    

 

For example, the 1
st
 commandment (to have no other gods) exposes our 

struggle to let God be God whereas the 5
th
 commandment to honor 

our parents reveals our basic struggle with authority. 

 

As the law reveals the weaknesses and rebellion of our hearts, it 

points us to our need for Jesus to give us a new heart.  This is why 

Galatians 3:24 says, “the Law has become our tutor to lead us to 

Christ, that we may be justified by faith.”  

 

So as we work our way through the commandments, we are going to 

ask ourselves 3 questions of each command: 

a. What does it reveal about God? 

b. What does it reveal about the heart?  

c. What is the proper response of faith?  

 

We rejoice in the law because it leads us to the Gospel.  

 

5. The law is an object of delight for those who love God. 

  

Those who love God will love God’s Word—all of it!  
 

Jeremiah 15:16: “Your words were found and I ate them, and Your 

words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I have 

been called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts.”  
 

In Psalm 119 the Psalmist repeatedly affirms his delight in God’s law 

(at least 10 times). 
4
 For example:  
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4 Psalm 119:14, 16, 24, 35, 47, 70, 77, 92, 143, 174 (ESV) 

� Ps. 119:47-48—“I shall delight in Your commandments 

which I love. And I shall lift up my hands to Your 

commandments which I love. I will meditate on your 

statutes. 

� Ps. 119:92—“If Your law had not been my delight, then I 

would have perished in my affliction.” 
 

In fact, the whole tone for the book of Psalms is set by Psalm 1 when 

it says, “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of 

the wicked… But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His 

law he meditates day and night.” 
 

The law is an object of delight for those who love God. If you do not 

have great delight in the Word of God, I ask you, what is keeping 

you from loving God? What has stolen your heart away from the 

Joy-giver? 

 

6. The law points us back to the life we were created for: Walking 

in God’s love, loving Him with all our heart, and reflecting His 

glorious character. This is the life of obedience! 

 

Our obedience is a joyous response of love to the One who loves us and 

redeemed us. As John, the apostle of love, said in I John 5:3, “this is the love 

of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 

burdensome. 
 

God created us in His image (Gen 1:26) and as we imitate Him by obeying 

His commandments, we reflect His image best. He created us in love that we 

might love Him supremely. Obedience for the Christian is the language of 

love and joyful delight in the One who holds the treasure of his heart.  

 

God’s law is a sacred covenant that must be regarded with great reverence 

and great joy, because God Himself is to be honored with reverence and joy.  

 

God’s grace not only supplied us with God’s law, it ultimately leads us to the 

Gospel. Jesus laid down His life to redeem us from our lawless deeds.  

 



 And so we come to the Lord’s Table with reverence and joy as well. With 

reverence we come examining our hearts and confessing our sin. With joy we 

come celebrating God’s grace that has redeemed us from the dungeon of hell 

to be joint heirs with Christ.  

 

Romans 4:7-8 ~ "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, 

And whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord 

will not take into account." 

 

The only sins that the Lord will not take into account are those for which 

Christ has paid on behalf of those who trust in Him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Law Reveals who God is:  

 

Why shall we have no other gods before Him? Because He is the 

only true, living God.  

 

Why shall we not make idols and graven images for worship? 

Because God is spirit and He cannot be properly reduced to the 

image of a mere creature—His glory surpasses all created things as 

the infinite, transcendent God. 

 

Why should we honor our parents? Because He is the ultimate Father 

whose authority is sovereign and His providence and care is perfect.  

 

Why should we not murder? Because He is the only rightful Judge 

who holds the power of life and death; and He is a merciful, 

forgiving God.  

 

Why should we not commit adultery? Because God is holy, pure, and 

faithful—a God of perfect fidelity.  

 

Why should we not steal? God is righteous, trustworthy and 

generous. 

 

Why should we not lie? Because God is truth.  

 

Why should we not covet? Because God has perfect peace and 

contentment in Himself as the all-sufficient God.  

 

 

1
st
 Commandment: No one or nothing shall take the place of supremacy in 

your life other than God.  

 

 

What are the idols in your life that threaten or diminish your awe of God? 

What are the idols in your life that you turn to instead of God for joy.  

What loyalties will take precedence over other primary relationships and 

responsibilities in your life?  


